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ere are no hopeless cases, only people without hope and expensive cases.
Michael Soul¢, Viable Populations for Conservation, p.14

lecutive Summary

e Santa Ana Mountains and the Puente-Chino Hills together encompass about 511,0
es of wildlands containing biological resources of statewide and worldwide significan
e habitat linkage between these two areas, once several miles wide, is now narrow ai
uous due to the Riverside Freeway and associated urban development. Loss of t
age would have greatest impact on species that exist in low numbers. In the Puent
ino Hills we expect that at least 21 vertebrate species have populations below 500, a
t at least 4 of these populations probably number fewer than 50 breeding adults; the:
uld be vulnerable to extirpation if the corridor is lost. The linkage also benefits the San|
a Mountains (where grasslands are rare) because the Puente-Chino Hills may harb|
rce populations of grassland specialists such as American badger, black-tail
krabbit, and grasshopper sparrow. If large camivores were to become extinct
nificantly reduced in the Puente-Chino Hills, populations of medium sized predatol
uld probably increase, with potentially profound impacts on bird communities.

predict that, after restoration of the underpass area, the Coal Canyon Biologi
rridor will allow inter-range travel by most terrestrial vertebrates, by plant seeds ai
er propagules that depend on mammals or birds for dispersal, and by habitat specialj
s such as the California gnatcatcher. Such travel would be precluded by urbanization
corridor properties. In addition to its functions as a biological linkage, the corridor wo
ke possible a trail connecting these two important natural areas. If uses of
erpass are limited to carefully managed, non-motorized activities such as hikin|
untain biking, and equestrian uses, this trail connection should be compatible with t
logical functions of the corridor.

rtunately, the opportunity remains to not only protect this natural linkage, but to impro
ramatically. We strongly urge purchase of the properties for preservation, and prom|
toration of the underpass area to natural vegetation. Restoring a natural linkage in wh
ow a roaded underpass would set a global precedent. We are aware of no o
" ical corridor of this type and scale. Conservation-minded citizen:
to Coal Canyon as an inspiring example of how
htful public action.
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Coal Canyon Biological Corridor, under the 91 Freeway, was deemed the last remaining linkage
between the Santa Ana Mountains and Chino Hills State Park. The study authors described the
opportunity as: “Conservation-minded citizens throughout the world could look to Coal Canyon as
an inspiring example of how an ecological error was corrected through thoughtful public action.”




